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ARTHRITIS ALLIANCE OF CANADA 

2015 ANNUAL MEETING 

OCTOBER 22ND-23
RD

 

  

DELTA LODGE HOTEL KANANASKIS 
 

The 2015 Arthritis Alliance of Canada (AAC) Annual Meeting is just a few weeks 

away! Come join us in Kananaskis!  The “Building Capacity for Sustainable Health 

Care in Canada” programme features:  
 

 A research symposium, entitled “New Discoveries in Osteoarthritis (OA) 

Research” will look ahead at promising approaches for future studies, and identify 

knowledge gaps and research opportunities, 

presented by leading experts: 

 
Friday’s programme includes three 
Arthritis Alliance of Canada workshops: 
 

  Models of Care Workshop 
focused on “Building Clinical Capacity to 

Diagnose and Manage OA”, identifying 

ways to work together to improve 

sustainability of health care system in 

Canada. 

 

 Research Workshop, 

synthesizing the outcome to  “New 

Directions in Osteoarthritis Research, 
“the workshop will aim to engage AAC 

members, partners and stakeholders in 

identifying knowledge gaps in 

osteoarthritis research prioritizing key 

research questions and looking for 

strategies to tackle them. 

 

 Advocacy and Awareness Workshop “4.6. It's more than a number: 

Arthritis Advocacy and Awareness in 2016”, pursuing a review of political landscape across the regions, policy 

positions and key messaging on arthritis issues and hot topics; exploring strategies for participating in health policy 

formation; and mobilizing regional advocacy teams to engage in policy dialogue. 

 

 

The programme will conclude with a joint poster session featuring the IMHA Young Investigators, The Arthritis Society 

Trainees and Arthritis Consumer Organizations in Canada”. The Arthritis Consumer Organizations invite you to learn 

"who does what, where, why, when and how" at the Poster Session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ashley-

madison-data-1.3196636The  

 

ARTHRITIS ALLIANCE OF CANADA  

NEWSLETTER 
 

 

 

September 2015 

REGISTER HERE! 

http://arthritisalliance.ca/conference2015/ 

 

file://///10.50.130.51/data/canada/groups/AAC/Communications/Newsletter/201506 Newsletter/20150625-1130-flyer EN.pdf
http://arthritisalliance.ca/conference2015/
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ARTHRITIS CONSUMER EXPERTS 

 

In the September issue of the JointHealth™ monthly, Arthritis Consumer Experts (ACE) looks at 

Models of Care for Inflammatory Arthritis to improve the way healthcare is delivered to patients by 

the health policy decision makers, rheumatologists, allied health professionals and other health care 

providers who care for them, highlighting:  

 What is an inflammatory arthritis model of care  

 The foundation of modernizing IA care in Canada  

 The role of IA patients in the development of a pan-Canadian approach to inflammatory 

arthritis models of care 

 Models of care infographic 

 

To read this month issue, please follow the link: 

http://subscribe.jointhealth.org/viewbrowser.php?c=56082c8220. 

 

 

THE ARTHRITIS SOCIETY 

NATIONAL       

A brand new arthritis.ca 

During Arthritis Awareness Month, The Arthritis Society unveiled a new website designed to make 

it easier for all Canadians to find the answers they need about this disease. The expanded and 

redesigned www.arthritis.ca brings the latest in arthritis education, research, self management and 

advocacy information – relevant based on where someone lives. Upgrades include an Ask an Expert 

function, discussion forums for important conversations, and tools for health professionals and 

researchers. 

 

Earlier in the month, The Society took a leadership role in helping Canadians with arthritis who are interested in trying 

medical cannabis to manage symptoms. It released “Medical Cannabis: A guide to access” that will help them understand and 

navigate the process for accessing medical cannabis to treat arthritis symptoms. It also released a video of an Ontario woman 

who shared her story about rheumatoid arthritis and why she is turning to medical cannabis. 

 

BRITISH COLUMBIA & YUKON 

#IRunYouRun 

September is arthritis awareness month and we are honoured to share Adrienne's inspiring 

story. From sitting on the sidelines in school because of her arthritis to running the New 

York City Marathon, Adrienne shows that great feats are possible with her #IRunYouRun 

initiative. When Adrienne was diagnosed with juvenile ideopathic arthritis (JIA) at age four, 

no one could have anticipated that long distance running would become her passion and an 

achievable goal. We have shared her story on our facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/TheArthritisSocietyBCandYukon  and will continue to follow 

her journey to the New York Marathon on November 1, 2015.  

 

 

ARTHRITIS RESEARCH CANADA 

 

Arthritis Research Canada, in partnership with Simon Fraser University, are pleased to announce Dr. Hui Xie as the new 

Maureen and Milan Ilich / Merck Chair in Statistics for Arthritis and Musculoskeletal Diseases. With September being 

Arthritis Awareness month, it is crucial to draw attention to the need for research in fighting one of Canada’s most common 

chronic conditions, affecting over 4.6 million Canadians.  

 

Please see the attached PDF media release for more information and details. For media enquiries or to arrange an interview, 

please contact me at 604-207-4010 or kallen@arthritisresearch.ca.  

 

 

 

 

MEMBER’S CORNER 

 
 
 
September 1, 2015  
 
Arthritis Research Canada 
Marketing and Communications 
604-207-0400    www.arthritisresearch.ca  
 
Contact: 
Kevin Allen, Arthritis Research Canada, 604-207-4010, kallen@arthritisresearch.ca 
Halimah Beaulieu, SFU Faculty of Health Sciences, 778-782-9947, fhscomm@sfu.ca 

 
New Chair takes aim at arthritis 
 
Biostatistician named to $4 million Chair established to improve treatment and program 
evaluation, risk factor identification and usability of large databases 
  

Simon Fraser University (SFU) and Arthritis Research Canada (ARC) have 
announced Dr. Hui Xie as the new Maureen and Milan Ilich/ Merck Chair 
in Statistics for Arthritis and Musculoskeletal Diseases. 
 
Co-located at ARC and the Faculty of Health Sciences at SFU, Dr. Xie, a 
biostatistician, will work closely with arthritis researchers to develop 
statistical methods that improve the evaluation of arthritis treatments 

and programs. Studies on arthritis and other musculoskeletal disease require large-scale 
clinical trials and the analysis of large data sets. 
 
The Chair will also focus on enhancing risk factor identification for arthritis and improve 
the usability of large medical and administrative databases. 
 
The Chair has been established through the generosity of the Milan & Maureen Ilich 
Foundation, contributing $1 million, a further $1 million from Merck Frosst Canada, and 
$500,000 from the Lohn Foundation. SFU is contributing $1.5 million. 
 
“Dr. Xie currently holds a prestigious research grant from the National Institutes of 
Health, a rare feat for a biostatistician, and his success speaks to the far-reaching impact 
of his work, his ingenuity and diligence,” says Dr. John Esdaile, Scientific Director of 
Arthritis Research Canada. 
 
Currently, over 4.6 million adults in Canada suffer from arthritis. “This number is 
expected to grow to an estimated 7.5 million by 2036. Dr. Xie will work closely with the 

http://jointhealth.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ab54be09b4ef048828c422a3b&id=953287b85f&e=62cb4a4cc1
http://jointhealth.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ab54be09b4ef048828c422a3b&id=83f2729e1e&e=62cb4a4cc1
http://jointhealth.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ab54be09b4ef048828c422a3b&id=2e5ae9beed&e=62cb4a4cc1
http://jointhealth.us9.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=ab54be09b4ef048828c422a3b&id=b9ab03a75f&e=62cb4a4cc1
http://jointhealth.us9.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=ab54be09b4ef048828c422a3b&id=b9ab03a75f&e=62cb4a4cc1
http://jointhealth.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ab54be09b4ef048828c422a3b&id=bf0513333f&e=62cb4a4cc1
http://subscribe.jointhealth.org/viewbrowser.php?c=56082c8220
http://www.arthritis.ca/
http://arthritis.ca/community/ask-an-expert
http://arthritis.ca/community/discussion-forums
http://www.arthritis.ca/document.doc?id=1502
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vztAsDy9-d8
https://www.facebook.com/TheArthritisSocietyBCandYukon
mailto:kallen@arthritisresearch.ca
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Arthritis Patient Advisory Board (APAB) of the Arthritis Research Centre, Canada (ARC) 

 

As a friend and partner of the Arthritis Patient Advisory Board (APAB) of the Arthritis 

Research Centre, Canada (ARC), we would be thrilled if you would help us promote 

our online live webcast  ROAR 2015. Now in our 11th year, ROAR attracts patients, 

clinicians, researchers and policy makers from around the world.  

We would be most grateful if you would share this information with your constituents on your website, so that they too may 

participate. Simply copy and past the invite below with this link for more information:  http://www.arthritisresearch.ca/news-

summer-2015/roar-2015).   

 

We want everyone to have the opportunity to listen, learn and ask questions from experts in the field of Osteoarthritis. Thank 

you for helping to get the word out! 

 

 

CANADIAN ARTHRITIS PATIENT ALLIANCE 

 

The Canadian Arthritis Patient Alliance (CAPA) is pleased to announce the publication of our Summer 

Newsletter. In support of Arthritis Awareness Month, we've published our position paper on the important 

topic of Medical Cannabis and launched our Pregnancy and Parenting Survey. The purpose of this survey 

is to identify patient information needs as it relates to pregnancy and parenting. The survey is open to all 

people living with arthritis as well as those in their network of support (including rheumatologists and 

other health care professionals). You can receive our newsletter by registering as a CAPA member on our 

website.  

 

 

CIHR INSTITUTE OF MUSCULOSKELETAL HEALTH AND ARTHRITIS 
 

Pre-announcement: Canada-Netherlands Personalized Medicine in Immune Mediated Inflammatory Musculoskeletal 

Disease Network Funding Opportunity 
 

 

Call Launch Anticipated: October 2015 

Expression of Interest and Letter of Intent Deadline (Phase 1): December 2015 

Full Application Deadline (Phase 2): October 2016 

Expected project start: February 2017 
 

 

CIHR, the Netherlands Organisation for Health Research and Development (ZonMw) and the Dutch Arthritis Foundation 

(Reumafonds) are pleased to announce a joint initiative: Canada-Netherlands Personalized Medicine in Immune Mediated 

Inflammatory Musculoskeletal Disease Network, aimed at developing personalized pharmacotherapy approaches to medicine 

for immune mediated inflammatory musculoskeletal diseases through the research potential of multiple population-based 

patient cohorts in Canada and the Netherlands. Please read the full description of the Funding Opportunity. More details will 

be published in October 2015 on the CIHR Website. 

 

 

CANADIAN RHEUMATOLOGY ASSOCIATION 

 

A New National Standard Criteria Approved by Private Payers for access to Biologic Therapies 

in RA 

 

Canada's life and health insurance companies, through CLHIA, have worked closely with Canada's 

leading rheumatoid arthritis clinicians to establish a national standard for access to biologic drugs for 

adult rheumatoid arthritis patients. This new standard was developed by a collaboration of the Canadian 

Rheumatology Association, the Ontario Rheumatology Association along with input from 

rheumatologists across the country. For more information on this new national standard, click here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBER’S CORNER 

mailto:http://rheum.ca/images/documents/CRA-CLHAI-ORA_News_Release_Proposed_RA_Common_Standard.pdf
http://www.arthritisresearch.ca/news-summer-2015/roar-2015
http://www.arthritisresearch.ca/news-summer-2015/roar-2015
http://us3.campaign-archive2.com/?u=04e37431eea34b85b3fc9f2a5&id=b77124728a&e=9de0cd0b64
http://us3.campaign-archive2.com/?u=04e37431eea34b85b3fc9f2a5&id=b77124728a&e=9de0cd0b64
http://www.arthritispatient.ca/projects/medical-cannabis/
http://www.arthritispatient.ca/projects/pregnancy-parenting/
http://arthritispatient.ca/get-involved/
http://umanitoba.ca/research/media/Pre-announcement_short_version_IMIMD_FINAL-ENG_for_Distribution.pdf
https://www.researchnet-recherchenet.ca/rnr16/search.do?fodAgency=CIHR&fodLanguage=E&view=currentOpps
http://rheum.ca/images/documents/CRA-CLHAI-ORA_News_Release_Proposed_RA_Common_Standard.pdf
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THE CANADIAN NETWORK FOR ADVANCED INTERDISCIPLINARY METHODS (CANRAD) 

The CANRAD Network team includes a variety of decision makers, epidemiologists, clinicians and researchers interested in 

the use of administrative data for rheumatic disease research. We are organizing a winter webinar and we are happy to 

announce that we will be having a presentation by Dr. Cristiano Moura (McGill University) and Dr. 

Jessica Widdifield (McGill University) on their work looking at joint replacements in rheumatoid 

arthritis in Quebec and in Ontario. For more information pertaining to the CANRAD Network or 

information about our past webinar(s), please contact Autumn Neville 

at autumn.neville@clinepi.mcgill.ca  or visit our website http://www.canradnetwork.ca/. 

 

The CAnadian Network for Advanced Interdisciplinary Methods for comparative effectiveness 

research’ (CAN-AIM) team was funded by CIHR to develop novel methods using prospective 

longitudinal cohorts and to respond to key knowledge gaps regarding drug safety and 

effectiveness by answering queries which arise from Health Canada and other regulatory parties. Our demonstration project 

looked at the comparative effectiveness of anti-tumour necrosis factor (TNF) agents versus traditional disease-modifying 

agents (DMARDs) in reducing orthopaedic surgery in rheumatoid arthritis (RA). For information on our preliminary results 

or for more information on our team, please contact Autumn Neville at autumn.neville@clinepi.mcgill.ca or visit our website 

http://canaim.ca/. 

The Dr. Cy Frank International Travelling Lectureship 

Dr. Cy Frank was internationally known and acclaimed for his visionary efforts to lead 

and champion the value of multidisciplinary clinical research and the application of this 

research to innovative solutions for clinical care and practices. The untimely passing of 

Dr. Frank in March of 2015 has initiated a desire to ensure that Dr. Frank’s legacy is 

recognized and continues to have impact on the disciplines that were the passion of his 

academic and public service careers.  

 

Taking place across Canada, The Dr. Cy Frank International Travelling Lectureship will 

be a highly publicized series of annual lectures on high impact and timely bone and joint 

health themes. The lectureship will feature an individual speaker of international stature 

who is an exemplar of Cy Frank’s vision, innovation and community engagement in 

health research and health care delivery. 

 

  

“HOT TOPICS” WANTED! 
 

The Arthritis Alliance of Canada’s Advocacy Committee implemented an evaluation scorecard system to evaluate "hot 

topics" identified by its Member’s to determine what position, if any, the Alliance should take on the topic.   

 

If you have a “hot topic” for evaluation, please let us know: 

jcoish@arthritisalliance.ca. 

 

Current “hot topics” available at www.arthritisalliance.ca, include:  

 

1. Private Payers:  http://www.arthritisalliance.ca/en/hot-topics 

 

2. Pediatric Rheumatology: Access to Treatment: 

http://www.arthritisalliance.ca/en/hot-topics 

 

3. Subsequent Entry Biologics: http://www.arthritisalliance.ca/en/hot-topics 

 

 

 

 

Community Updates 

http://canaim.ca/
mailto:autumn.neville@clinepi.mcgill.ca
http://www.canradnetwork.ca/
mailto:autumn.neville@clinepi.mcgill.ca
http://canaim.ca/
mailto:jcoish@arthritisalliance.ca
http://www.arthritisalliance.ca/
http://www.arthritisalliance.ca/en/hot-topics
http://www.arthritisalliance.ca/en/hot-topics
http://www.arthritisalliance.ca/en/hot-topics
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Arthritis Alliance of Canada Members 

 

Member Organizations 

Alberta Bone and Joint Health Institute 

Arthritis & Autoimmunity Research Centre 

Arthritis Community Research & Evaluation Unit 

Arthritis Consumer Experts 

Arthritis Health Professions Association 

Arthritis Research Centre of Canada 

Arthritis Research Foundation 

The Arthritis Society 

Bone and Joint Canada 

Canadian Alliance of Pediatric Rheumatology 

Investigators 

Canadian Arthritis Patient Alliance 

Canadian Academy of Sports and Exercise Medicine 

Canadian Association of Occupational Therapists 

Canadian Chiropractic Association 

Canadian Obesity Network 

Canadian Orthopaedic Association 

Canadian Orthopaedic Foundation 

Canadian Physiotherapy Association 

 

 

Canadian Rheumatology Association 

Canadian Society for Exercise Physiology 

Canadian Society for Exercise Physiology 

Canadian Spondylitis Association 

Cochrane Collaboration 

Consumer Advisory Board of the Arthritis Research 

Centre of Canada 

Institute for Work and Health 

McCaig Institute for Bone and Joint Health 

Patient Partners  

 

Member Companies 

AbbVie Corporation 

Amgen Canada Inc. 

Bristol-Myers Squibb 

Celgene Inc. 

Hoffmann -La Roche Limited 

Janssen Inc. 

Pfizer Canada Inc. 

UCB Canada Inc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE ARTHRITIS ALLIANCE OF CANADA 

With more than 36 member organizations, the Arthritis Alliance brings together arthritis health care professionals, researchers, 

funding agencies, governments, voluntary sector agencies, industry and, most importantly, representatives from arthritis consumer 

organizations from across Canada.  While each member organization continues its own work, the Alliance provides a central focus for 

national arthritis-related initiatives. 

 

For more information about the Arthritis Alliance, please contact: 

Jaime Coish at jcoish@arthritisalliance.ca or visit our website: 

 www.arthritisalliance.ca 

 

 

 

Canadian Association of Critical Care Nurses - Dynamics of Critical 

Care Conference 

September 27-29, 2015 Winnipeg, MB 

Cochrane Collaboration Colloquium October 3-7, 2015 Vienna, Austria 

Vasculitis Symposium October 8, 2015 Calgary, AB 

Canadian Vasculitis (CandVasc) Annual Scientific Meeting October 9, 2015 Calgary, AB 

Arthritis Alliance of Canada 3
rd

 Annual Meeting  October 22-23, 2015 Kananaskis, AB 

American College of Rheumatologists  (ACR) Annual Meeting November 6-11, 2015 San Francisco, CA 

Osteoarthritis Therapeutics Conference 2015 - Targeting Metabolic 

and Oxidative Stress in Osteoarthritis 

December 8-15, 2015 Budapest, Hungary  

Canadian Rheumatology Association (CRA) Annual Scientific 

Meeting and AHPA Annual Meeting 

February 17-20, 2016 Lake Louise, AB 

European League Against Rheumatism (EULAR) June 8-11, 2016 London, UK 

 

Calendar of Events 

THE ARTHRITIS ALLLIANCE OF CANADA NEEDS TO HEAR YOUR SUCCESSES, STORIES AND PROJECTS 

THAT WILL SUPPORT THE FRAMEOWRK EFFORT. IF YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR ORGANIZATION TO BE 

FEATURED HERE, PLEASE FORWARD YOUR SUBMISSIONS TO LGAZIZOVA@ARTHRITISALLIANCE.CA. 

mailto:jcoish@arthritisalliance.ca
http://www.arthritisalliance.ca/
mailto:LGAZIZOVA@ARTHRITISALLIANCE.CA

