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ARTHRITIS ALLIANCE OF CANADA  
 

 

Final Annual Meeting 

Friday, November 29th, 2019, 12:30-5:00 pm EST 
 

Sadly enough, but that day had come! On Friday, November 29th, 2019 the Arthritis Alliance of Canadaôs (AAC) 

gathered for the last time as a unified organization at a face-to-face Final Annual Meeting in Toronto. As an umbrella 

organization of more than 30 member organizations-various arthritis stakeholders, including healthcare professionals, 

researchers, funding and voluntary sector agencies, governments, industry, and arthritis patient organizations and 

groups across Canada, AAC members and stakeholders celebrated organizationôs success in accomplishing a number 

of major initiatives and partnership projects including, but not limited to the frameworks for:  

 A Pan-Canadian Approach to an Inflammatory Arthritis Model of Care 

 Performance Measurement Framework for IA Models of Care 

 Canadian Rheumatoid Arthritis Core Clinical Data Set (CAN-RACCD) 

 Supporting online tools, such as Inflammatory Arthritis Care Path Toolkit, Osteoarthritis Tool  for  Family 

Physicians and health care providers and its complementary version the Talk to Your Doctor About Joint 

Pain Handout, designed to assist those with or at risk of OA, in having better conversations with their doctors 

or other health care professionals 
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 Two projects that are currently in progress and expected to complete in 2020: Cost-Consequences Analysis 

of Models of Care for Patients with Inflammatory Arthritis, led by Dr. Elena Lopatina PhD candidate in 

Health Economics at the University of Calgary (elopatina@ucalgary.ca); and Development of a Patient-

Centered Framework for Measuring, Monitoring and Optimizing Rheumatoid Arthritis Care, led by Dr. 

Claire Barber (cehbarbe@ucalgary.ca) at the University of Calgary and Dr. Diane Lacaille 

(dlacaille@arthritisresearch.ca) at the University of British Columbia. 
 

 

An Executive Summary Arthritis Alliance of Canada: 2002-2019:17 Years of Success and a pictographic overview of 

the AAC historical milestones highlight in a nutshell various remarkable contributions of each of the Alliance member 

organizations to the work of the AAC over the years! 

 

November 29th was a truly remarkable day for AAC, as we have celebrated excellence in arthritis research and 

stakeholder collaboration! The Alliance recognized recipients of the fourth and final round of  Research awards, a 

winner of the 2019 Qualman-Davies Consumer Community Leadership Award and AAC member organizations that 

received the one-time only Legacy Awards at the Luncheon and Special Awards Ceremony during the final meeting! 

Congratulations to all awardees! 

Research Awards 

 
Seven awards were presented to recognize contributions to arthritis research in Canada:  

 

1. PhD Student Award, sponsored by Arthritis Consumer Experts, to 

Ms. Daeria Lawson (Toronto Western Hospital, University 

Health Network, Toronto) 

2. Early Car eer Researcher in Basic/Clinical Science Award, 

sponsored by CIHR Institute of Musculoskeletal Health and 

Arthritis, to Dr. Jackie Whittaker (University of British 

Columbia, Vancouver) 

3. Early Career Researcher in Health Science/Population Health 

Award, sponsored by Arthritis Research Canada, to Dr. Glen 

Hazlewood (University of Calgary, Calgary)  

4. Post-Doctoral Fellow Award, sponsored by CIHR Institute of 

Musculoskeletal Health and Arthritis, to Dr. Marina Amaral De 

Avila Machado (McGill University, Montreal)  

5. Master Student Award, sponsored by McCaig Institute  for Bone 

and Joint Health, to Kelsey Chomistek (University of Calgary, 

Calgary) 

6. Master Student Award, sponsored by the Arthritis Alliance of 

Canada, to Yvonne Brandelli (Dalhousie University, Halifax); 

and 

7. Patient for Active Engagement in Arthritis Research Award, 

sponsored by the Arthritis Society, to Ms. Maureen Sauve (Co  

-Chair, SPIN Patient Advisory Board; VP Advocacy and Public 

Relations, Scleroderma Canada, Hamilton, ON)  
 

Legacy Awards 
 

The one-time AAC Legacy Award funding opportunity was designed to 

allow AAC member organizations to collaboratively advance the work of 

the Alliance and continue communication and dissemination of the 

developed tools and resources after the network ceases its activities at the 

end of  December 2019. The following six AAC member organizations 

received the legacy grant, each valued at up to $35,000 Canadian dollars: 

 

1. The Arthritis Society and Canadian Arthritis Patient Alliance 

(CAPA) for the project proposal on Creation of an online 

Osteoarthritis Resource Hub 

2. The Arthritis Society and Canadian Institutes of Health Research 

(CIHR)-Institute of Musculoskeletal Health and Disease (IMHA) AAC Consumer Coalition receiving legacy awardAAC Consumer Coalition receiving legacy award
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for the project proposal on Publishing an updated arthritis research landscape report 

3. Bone and Joint Canada and Canadian Orthopaedic Foundation for the project proposal on Development of  a 

ñLearning Network" to disseminate evidence-based information about the management of hip and knee 

OA 

4. AAC Consumer Coalition: Arthritis Consumer Experts, Canadian Arthritis Patient Alliance, Canadian 

Spondylitis Association and Arthritis Patient Advisory Board of Arthritis Research Canada for the project 

proposal on Inflammatory Arthritis Models of Care Provincial Summits: Coast-to-coast advocacy for 

improved arthritis care  

5. Canadian Rheumatology Association and Canadian Arthritis Patient Alliance (CAPA) for the project 

proposal on building Canadian RA Registry Network 

6. McCaig Institute of Bone and Joint Health and University of Calgary for the project proposal on Biosimilar 

starts and switches, what we can learn from patients? 

 

2019 Qualman-Davies Consumer Community Leadership Award 
 

This year, the arthritis community honored Anne Lyddiatt, National Trainer at the Patient 

Partners in Arthritis Program in presenting the Qualman-Davies Arthritis Consumer 

Community Leadership Award was created in 2014 to recognize one personôs contributions 

to helping Canadians living with the disease to be heard in decision-making processes that 

affect millions. Thatôs what Ann Qualman and Jim Davies did as early pioneers in arthritis 

advocacy in Canada. Their tireless and selfless efforts helped millions of Canadians. 

Congratulations, Anne! So well deserved!  
 

 

 

 

Nice Memories to Keep! 
 

A warm networking Reception completed the day of the Final Annual Meeting of the AAC members, stakeholders 

and our guests! We are delighted to share the online link with all the nice photos that were taken during the meeting 

for your long and lasting memories. 

 

Anne Lyddiat (bottom row centre), surrounded by her 
colleagues and friends from Patient Partners in Arthritis 
Program and her daughter Karyn Benner (top row to 
the right between Jennifer Boyle and Cheryl Koehn)

Anne Lyddiat (bottom row centre), surrounded by her 
colleagues and friends from Patient Partners in Arthritis 
Program and her daughter Karyn Benner (top row to 
the right between Jennifer Boyle and Cheryl Koehn)

Anne Lyddiatt (in the centre) receiving an awardAnne Lyddiatt (in the centre) receiving an award
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